Newspaper: @\/D\} (Mn(;Q; '\\(}LLY n s
Date: Sl Yy %‘, 7 OO/#
Page:

Sumvors

Benefits Guide details nghtSa

medlcal help for spouses

“A Sﬁrvivors Guide toi'Be.ﬁe.'.i E

fits,” a Department of Defense
publication, helps.spouses of .

deceased active-duty service . .

members to understand their

rights and benefits as military . . -

survivors. The guide explains ..

the casualty-assistance process. .

and the financial and medical .
benefits to
G.EORGE W, which survi-
.,RE-“-“ .| vors are entit-
VETERANS | led and lists
- JOURNAL . | organizations

vide spouses

. The guide .

i -Program for. Sumvors Web site. -

“-atwww.taps.org/. TAPS.isa
nenprofit organization that
- provides counseling referral
-~ 'services; crisis information,

caseworker assistance a.nd on? o

hne 1ESOUICES.:

Sumvor Beneﬁt Plan
payments increase-

Because of reoent federal law

changes, families of soldiers
who die on active duty are re-

ceiving greater Survivor Benefit
Plan (SBP) benefits, particularly -
children, This is due mainly to

the increase in payments be-

cause the Social Security offset -

percentage is being. slowly re-.

duced from previous amounts. -

A sunuvmg spouse’s SBP.

that can pro- - .

-with further: . .-
‘assistance.- . - -

‘may. be down-:
loaded from -. - * retirement pay stops upon .
-.; death, many considerit useful to
", insure it with the Survivors <"
Benefit Plan, a form of life insur-
... ance for part of.one’s retired

. pay: SBP premiums and benefitS;_

-insurance plans

in-the line of duty receive De- -
“: - -partment of Veterans Affairs " -
.- Dependency and: Indemmty
-Compensation @IC),buta. .
. . spouse’s.SBP. benefit is: reduced
. doflar for dollar, by DIC. Surviv- -

annmty is reduced when he or L ing children’s SBP beneﬁts_ are

. she reaches age 62 and becomes

eligible for Social Security, the
so-called Social Security offset. .

_In the past, the offset reduced -
- the SBP annuity to 35 percent of
- the base amount, and it created -
.a need for members to purchase -
a Supplemental Sumvor Beneﬁt
. Plan (SSBP) policy. :

. However, the Nauona! De-

. fense Authorization Act of 2005 -
established a phase-out of the - -
offset by 2008, thus eliminating - -

. the need for the supplemental -
policy. The phase-out increased

the SBP percentage to 45 per--

cent in April 2006, 50 ‘percent in -
‘April 2007, and will go t to 55
: percent in April 2008.

-Since a service member’s

differ from those of most other

. Like life insurance, SBP pro-
tects one’s survivors against .

* complete loss of financial securi-
-ty after death of the service. '
.- member. It also protects the .
... survivor against the possibility
 of outliving the. benefit, unlike =
‘many insurance plans, which
. pay-only a fixed benefit that .
- may run.out years before the

survivor:dies. .7t :
-Spouses of soidlers who dle.

~formation, call your retirement

“services officer at (845) 938-4217
‘or send e-mail to RSO@us— P
- ma.army.mil.;

' '_for spouse and children take -
-effect automatically if no other. .
. valid election is made. Spouse:

. not offset by DIC, however. .

DIC payments are usually

-.-increased annually and are
- currently paid at the rate of

$1,067 a.month. For more in-_

“The SBP, an. msuxance pian

-:'that paysthe surviving spouse a.
- monthly payment or annuity to
“help make up for the loss of the
‘deceased spouse’s retirement .
._income, is. de51gned to protect
-spousal survivors against the
risks of a spouse’s early death,
.. /the surviving spouse outliving,
.- the benefits, and inflation.

AL reurement “full basic SBP U

coverage may not be reduced or
declined withotit the spouse’s

‘written consent. Coverage fora
.. former spouse may-be chosen

r, if there is no spouse or chil-

. dren, coverage for an “insurable . .
" “interest” such as a business |
. ‘partner-or. parent may be pos-
"151b1e g

'Ihoseelectmgto parﬂcxpate o

._mthe SBP: are required to paya "
monthly premium, and premi-
‘ums and benefits are basedon
' the base amount or benefit level
- selected. The base amount can_ o
“‘be anything frony full coverage |
“to as litile as $300:a month, Full . |
.‘coverage is based on theplan. .
‘member’s filll retired pay, mean- .
-.-ing the spouse will receive 55 - !

- percent of the: retirement pay. |

By selecting lesser coverage, the

- spouse will receive 55 percent of
' that selected base amount




